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THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS CROSS.* 


BY THEODORE MONOD. 


“And He said to them all, If any man will come after me, 
let him deny bimself, and take up his cross daily and follow 
me.” Luke ix. 23. 


The Lord Jesus had just told his disciples 
that “the Son of man must needs suffer many 
things ;” bard words for them to understand, 
harder still for them to receive. But he went 
on to utter other words, which were also the 
ground of amazement and offence. He de- 
clared that like himself his disciples also must 
suffer, “And He said to them all, If any 
man will come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
me.”’ 

My brethren, we have here summed up in 
a very few words, and that by the Lord him- 
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self, the essential conditions of the Christian 
life He states to us in advance what one 
must engage to do, when he enters His ser- 
vice. He is unwilling to take us by surprise. 
He wants us to act like the man of whom he 
«peaks in the parable, who, wishing to build a 
tower, first sits down and considers whether he 
can finish it. Whoever wishes to come after 
Him, of that man He demands these three 
things: the renunciation of himself; the 
daily taking up ef his cross; and the follow- 
ing of Him. ‘These three precepts are clearly 
distinct from each other, and yet most closely 
connected together. It is not possible to dis- 
‘uss one of them alone by itself, and yet it is 
still less possible, within the limits of a single 
essay to give all of them anything but the 
briefest consideration. I shall therefore call 
your attention more especially to these words, 
“let him take up his cross daily;” on the 
other two points conlining myself to a few 
brief remarks. 

And, in the first place, “let him deny 
bimself,” in othér words, “let him renounce 
himself.” In order to understand what it is 
to renounce oneself, we must glance around us 
to tho:e whose position compels them, in a 
greater or less degree, to practice this self- 
renunciation. A soldier, for examp!e, is one 
who, in certain particulars, has entirely re- 
nounced himself. From the moment he 
enlists, he is no longer his own. It is not he 
who, decides in what town his regiment 
shall be garrisoned, nor how long it shal] 
remain there, nor who shall be his officers, 
nor how he shall dispose of his time. It 
is not his to maintain peace or declare war. 
He does not determine to what corps he shall 
belong, the time to march and to halt, the 
place of encampment, nor the hour of battle. 
In all these things, and in many others, he 
does not conduct himself according to his own 
judgment or desires. He confines himself to 
receiving and executing orders. He re- 
nounces himself. We may find those who do 
this more completely even than the soldier. 
| When men become members of a monastic 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


ForEIGN INTELLIGENCE.—European dates to 15th 
inst. have been received. 


GREAT BriTAIN.—A bill amendatory of the inter- | 


national copyright law has been introduced in Parlia- 
ment ; also one placing the whole of London under 
one municipal government. 


The Russian government has replied to England’s 
refusal to participate in the conference on an interna- 
tional code, to be held at St. Petersburg, saying that the 
way will always be open to England to give in her ad- 
hesion to the resolutions which may be adopted. 

The Roman Catholic Archbishop Cullen of Dublin, 
in a pastoral address, condemns the mission of the re- 
vival preachers, Moody and Sankey. He says that 
they seek to do away with good works and the neces- 
sity of baptism, promising salvation by foolish sensa- 
tionalism, without requiring repentance. 

FRANCE.—The Assembly took up the bill for the 
organization of a Senate, on the 11th inst. An amend- 
_ ment providing that the Senators be chosen by the 
same electors as the Deputies of the lower Chamber, 
was adopted by a vote of 322 to 310. This was carried 
by the union of the votes of the Bonapartists and the 
Left or Republicans ; fifty Legitimists abstaining from 
voting. The next day, one of the Ministry said that 


President MacMahon had not authorized the Ministers | 


to interfere in the debate on the constitutional bills, but 
the vote of the previous day altered the nature of the 
institutions proposed; the government must defend 
Conservative interests. It could not agree to the reso- 
lution, and gave this information before that resolution 
was made final. This announcement led to a stormy 
debate. An amendment providing that each Depart- 
ment elect three Senators, was incorporated with the 
previous one, and the whole was then adopted as a sub- 
stitute for the first clause of the bill, by 380 yeas to 
253 nays. The remainder of the bill was adopted 
clause by clause. A motion to proceed to the third 
reading of the bill was rejected by a vote of 345 yeas 


to 357 nays. The bill was thus destroyed. A member | 


of the Left then declared that the Asembly had proved 


itself powerless, and moved that elections for a new | 
Assembly be held on the 4th of Fourth month. Others | 


argued that the vote only defeated one of many 
plans for organizing a Senate, and two other proposi- 
tions were submitted : one for the appointment of Sen- 


ators by the Assembly, the Councils General, the Col- 


onies, and the Institute; the other for election by a 
similar method to that for the election of the President 
of the United States. 
mittee of Thirty. The demand for a vote of urgency 


on the motion for dissolution was refused by 407 votes 


against 266. The Assembly then adjourned to the rsth. 

Great uneasiness was said to be felt in Paris on ac- 
count of this condition of affairs. It was-~reported 
that the Ministers insisted upon resigning, and one ac- 
count was that their resignations had been accepted, 
and the Duke deBroglie had been requested to form a 
new Cabinet; another, that all the Ministers but one 


had acceded to MacMahon’s request that they would re- | 


main in office during the present crisis. 

SpAin.—Later accounts than those given last week 
showed that the royal troops had received a check in 
their operations against the Carlists in Navarre, and 
were fortifying themselves in some of the positions 
taken in their advance. 
victory, and late despatches from them asserted that 
the commander of the royal army was separated from 
the body of his forces, and blockaded in Pampeluna, 
which was in a worse condition than before. 
King has returned to Madrid. 

GERMANY.—The Bishop of Strasburg having issued 
a charge to his subordinate clergy, in which he alleges 


These were referred to the Com- | 


|that the Church is persecuted, the civil authorities 
have seized the copies and forbidden the promulgation 
of the document. Twenty-three bishops have issued a 
protest, on behalf of the entire Roman Catholic episco- 
pate of Germany, against any such interference in the 
next Papal election as they think is implied in a late cir- 
cular dispatch of Bismarck. 

The State Council at Berlin has determined to pro- 


| hibit the importation of American potatoes into Prussia. 


Russ1A.—It is announced that the Khan of Khiva 
has paid the last instalment of the war indemnity to 
Russia. 


CENTRAL AMERICA.—The government of Nicarau- 
gua has issued a decree declaring the Mosquito Terri- 
tory, including San juan, to be part of the Republic, 
and ordering that the Indians should be watched and 
made to respect the sovereignty of Nicaragua. The 
government of San Juan is instructed to see that all for- 
eign consuls at that port have the sanction of the Nic- 
araguan government. 


IsTHMUS OF DARIEN.—Two American surveying 
parties are at work exploring for a canal route across 
the isthmus: one in the neighborhood of the Panama 
railroad, via the Chagres river; the other by way of 
the Atrato river, which enters the Gulf of Darien, and is 
thought by some previous explorers to offer the fairest 
prospect of a possible connection of the two oceans. 

ConGRESS.—In the Senate, the question of the ad- 
mission of Pinchback as Senator from Louisiana, and 
a bill providing a government for the District of Co- 
lumbia, have been discussed at different times during 
the week, without reaching a vote oneither. The Civil 
Rights bill which passed the House has been reported 
back from the Judiciary Committee of the Senate with- 
out change. The House passed the Indian Appropri- 
ation bill, rejecting amendments which provided for 


| paying certain claims of the Choctaws and Chickasaws ; 


a bill to equalize bounties paid during the war of the 
Rebellion, by paying to those who did not receive $100 


| a year for their term of service, an additional sum bring- 


ing their bounty up to that amount; the Post Office 
Appropriation bill; and a bill authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to pay the State of Texas the interest 
on certain bonds, known as Texas Indemnity bonds, 
paid by the United States to the State some years before 
the war, and during the war taken from the State Treas- 
ury by the authorities of the « Confederate States,” and 
sold in Europe. The State guarantees the General 
Government against any other claim for the same in- 
terest. A bill was reported from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, increasing the tax on distilled spirits 
and tobacco, and repealing what is known as the ten 
per cent. horizontal reduction on manufactured goods, 
but abolishing the stamp tax on lucifer matches. 


DomEsT1Cc.—Intense cold has been experienced in 
various parts of the country within a few days past. 
On the morning of the 13th, mercury froze at Concord, N. 
H., and over part of that State the thermometer ranged 
from —32° to-—40°. At Warrensburg, N. Y., it was—419°. 
The harbors of Maine were closed, and on the 11th, Pen- 
obscot Bay was frozen over with ice from three to six 
inches thick, which has been the case only once before 
in twenty-five years. Persons crossed on the ice from 
Castine to Belfast, and teams from the islands to the 
main land, On the 15th, a part of Cape Cod Bay was 





| exhausted. 
The | 


covered with a field of ice, and twenty-eight vessels, 


‘ | mostly fishing schooners, were frozen fast, many of 
The Carlists claim a great | 


them in positions where it was feared that aid could not 
reach them, nor could they make their way to shore; 
| and it was also feared that their provisions were nearly 
A revenue cutter and the men of the life- 
saving station were trying to succor them. Later ac- 
counts represented that communication with the shore 
over the ice had been opened, and there was no lack of 


| provisions. 
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THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS CROSS.* 


BY THEODORE MONOD. 


“And He said to them all, If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow 
me.” Luke ix. 23. 

The Lord Jesus had just told his disciples 
that “the Son of man must needs suffer many 
things ;” bard words for them to understand, 
harder still for them to receive. But he went 
on to utter other words, which were also the 
ground of amazement and offence. He de- 
clared that like himself his disciples also must 
suffer. “And He said to them all, If any 
man will come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
me.”’ 

My brethren, we have here summed up in 
a very few words, and that by the Lord him- 


—_—_—_. 
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self, the essential conditions of the Christian 
life He states to us in advance what one 
must engage to do, when he enters His ser- 
vice. He is unwilling to take us by surprise. 
He wants us to act like the man of whom he 
speaks in the parable, who, wishing to build a 
tower, first sits down and considers whether he 
can finish it. Whoever wishes to come after 
Him, of that man He demands these three 
things: the renunciation of himself; the 
daily taking up ef his cross; and the follow- 
iag of Him. These three precepts are clearly 
distinct from each other, and yet most closely 
connected together. It is not possible to dis- 
cuss one of them alone by itself, and yet it is 
still less possible, within the limits of a single 
essay to give all of them anything but the 
briefest consideration. I shall therefore call 
your attention more especially to these words, 
“Jet him take up his cross daily;” on the 
other two points conlining myself to a few 
brief remarks. 

And, in the first place, “let him deny 
himself,” in other words, “let him renounce 
himself.” In order to understand what it is 
to renounce oneself, we must glance around us 
to tho:e whose position compels them, in a 
greater or less degree, to practice this self- 
renunciation. A soldier, for example, is one 
who, in certain particulars, has entirely re- 
nounced himself. From the moment he 
enlists, he is no longer his own. It is not he 
who, decides in what town his regiment 
shall be garrisoned, nor how long it shall 
remain there, nor who shall be his officers, 
nor bow he shall dispose of his time. It 
is not his to maintain peace or declare war. 
He does not determine to what corps he shall 
belong, the time to march and to halt, the 
place of encampment, nor the hour of battle. 
In all these things, and in many others, he 
does not conduct himself according to his own 


judgment or desires. He confines himself to 


receiving and executing orders. He re- 


/mounces himself. We may find those who de 
this more completely even than the soldier. 
| When men become members of a monastic 
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order, they not only surrender to a Superior the 
disposition of a large portion of their lives, 
as does the soldier, but their whole lives, each 
minute of their time, every cent of their 
property—in a word, all that they have, and 
all that they are, even to their very faith and 
their consciences. They believe what they 
are commanded to believe ; speak what they 


REVIEW. 


After having renounced self, the disciple 
must “take up his cross daily.” 

In our day when this word cross no longer 
has anything odious or degrading about it, 
but, on the contrary, is surrounded with a 


-kind of halo, we can scarcely picture to our- 


selves what it must have been to Jesus Christ 
and his disciples. The cross! It was the in- 


are commanded to speak; do what they are | strument, it is too little to say of capital pun- 


commanded to do. They no longer have a 
will of their own. Their aspiration is—I use 


their own language—to be “like a dead | 


-body” in the hands of their Superior. 

As these men of whom we have spoken act 
toward their leaders, so ought the Christian 
to act towards Jesus Christ. Or rather, he must 
go still farther. For he must not only re 
nounce himself as to a part of his freedom, 
reserving to himself that of his most intimate 
aff-ctions and secret thoughts, but as to his 
entire freedom, nay better, as to his entire 
being. In the simplest and largest sense of 
the expression, he must renounce himsely. 
This word comprehends the whole. He 
ceases to be the centre of his own life. He is 
no longer its object or end. Not only all his 
possessions, all his time, all his influence, but 
all his mind, his heart, his will, bis imagina- 
tion, are at the service of his Master. Mark 
me well: I do not say that he no longer has 
vivacity of mind, tenderness of heart, rich- 
ness of imagination, force of will; but simply, 
that he has ceased to dispose of all these, in 
order to put them at the disposal of Jesus 
Christ. He has abdicated the government of 
himself into the hands of the Lord. And there 
are no other hands into which a man has any 
right thus to abdicate. Henceforth, he does 
not command; he obeys. He duves not decide ; 
he accepts. He no longer chooses his occupa- 
tions and his joys, nor even his humiliations 
and his sacrifices. For it is not self-renuncia- 
tion to determine for oneself what he will 
renounce. In all these things, temporal and 
spiritual, he commits himself in faith and 
prayer to the good pleasure of God. For it is 
not only himself as a sinner, but himself as a 
Christian, that he is called to renounce. 

Need I add that this isa difficult thing? 
There is nothing that costs us more than to 
submit ourselves without reservation to the 


authority of another, even alas! when that | 


other is God himself! And yet it is the first 
step in the spiritual life. If selfishness is 
the root of all sin, it follows, that in order to 


conquer sin, we must first conquer selfishness. | 
The measure of our self-denial will be the! 


measure of our consecration. Thus the apos- 
tle Paul presents in one the perfect ideal of 
holiness and of self-renunciation, when to the 
grace of God he renders this simple and 
sublime testimony: “I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me.” 


bottom of the abyss! 
| lower.” 


ishment, but of the extremest kind of capital 
punishments ; of a death at once so cruel and 
so infamous, that the Romans reserved it for 
their slaves alone; regarding it as beneath the 
character of a citizen, however criminal. 
When the apostle wished to express to what a 
depth of humiliation the Son of God abased 
himself for us, he says that He “ became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross.” As if he had said, “See the very 
He could descend no 
This word then held the same place 
in language, now held by the words scaffold, 
gibbet, gallows. Of a man pursuing the 
pathway of crime, we say, “ He will end on 
the gallows!” At Jerusalem, they would 
have said, “ He will end on the cross!” 

The cross was a burden, it was also a dis- 
grace ; in short, it was an instrument of suf- 
fering andof death. That which Jesus, by a 
figure easy to understand and very significant, 
calls the cross of one of his disciples, is, in 
general and in particular, every burden that 
weighs him down, every reproach that hum- 
bles him, every form of distress that makes 
him suffer, agonize, die. 

The various crosses which God sends to the 
children of men, who can enumerate them ? 
Let us, at least, point out some of the most 


common, and doubtless the most grievous of 


them. 

Those wh‘ch we thirk o* first, because they 
first attract our attention, are those which 
reach the soul only by first afflicting the flesh: 
all the diseases, all the infirmities, all the 
numberless and nameless sufferings to which 
the human body is subject; in-a word, physi- 
cal pain, to which very few are entire 
strangers, and of which very many carry the 
burden during their entire life; physical pain, 
and with it, feebleness, dependence, compul- 
sory inactivity; a heavy cross, which only 
those who have never borne it or seen it 
borne, can esteem light. Nor is it only when 


it seizes upon ourselves that physical pain is 


an affliction. It is also especially so when it 
seizes upon those whom we love, and when, 
though we witness their sufferings, we can do 
nothing to relieve them. 

And yet there is an affliction more bitter ; 
a cross heavier. It is to see those who are 
dear to us walking in the ways of sin, in un- 
belief and rebellion, in worldliness and in- 
difference ; and this in spite of all our efforts, 


ee OO eee’ od et lel OO 





FRIENDS’ 


all our tears, all our prayers. How many 
souls there are, who, should they reveal the 
secret of their deepest grief, would mention 
the name of a friend, a brother, a child whom 
they love, but who does not love their God. 
I speak of the sins of others, not of our own 
sins, because our own sins cannot be reckoned 
among our crosses. A sin is not something 


which we are obliged to accept; it is something | 


we are to fight. It is not something to be borne 
with patience; it is something to be rid of, at 


whatever cost. It is not something which | 
comes from God and entitles us to claim His 


sympathy; it is the fruit of our own lust, 
bitter to ourselves and hateful to God. No,a 
sin is not a cross. A sin is a sip. On our 


part, it demands not resignation, but repent- 


ance. Oa God's part, it demands not sup- 
port, but forgiveness. But sin committed is 
one thing; the temptation to commit it is 
another. This is, not a sin; it is a cross; a 
cross common to all the disciples of the 
Saviour, and which burdens them all the more 
heavily, the more faithful they are. This is 
too little to say ; fur temptation may become 
areal privilege to the Christian. “Blessed 
is the man,” says St. James, “that endureth 
temptation.” To be tempted and to resist the 
tempter is to walk in the steps of Him “ who 
was tempted in all points as we are, yet without 
sin.” Do not lose courage then. You whose 
most afflictive trial is in your temptations, 
which, perhaps, are peculiarly numerous, 
severe, humiliating; you who suffer the 
assaults of the enemy, and who mourn over 
his triumphs, in bearing your cross, God will 
no. let you want either His sympathy or His 
help. 

] have already mentioned many crosses, 
and yet I have said nothing of those which 
afflict us in our closest affections, our sweet- 
est joys, our dearest hopes. Says the poet 
Tennyson : 

** Never morning wore 
lo evening, but some heart did break.” 
How many there'are who implore of God the 
desire of their souls, without ever obtaining 
it! How many there are who obtain it, only 
to lose it almost immediately, going back into 
darkness all the deeper because of that 
brighter light! How many deserted hearths! 
How many desolate hearts! How many ach- 
ing voids, not filled up by the passing years, 
but constantly enlarging!’ Absence! It also 
brings with it its peculiar grief and solitude. 
And may there not be separations more griev- 
ous than absence, and more complete than 
death? How many there are who find their 


cross in the indifference, in the desertion, in | 


the hatred of those whom they once supposed 
to be their friends! How many who come to 


recognize—cruellest deception of all!—that| 
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longer worthy of it, and never have been! 


| How many who are tormented all their days 


by the mockeries, if not the persecutions, to 
which their own fidelity subjects them! This 
one endures the bitter privations, the daily 
humiliations, the gnawing anxieties of poverty ; 
that one sees his prosperity poisoned by 
calumny. 

(To be continued.) 


- 
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MISAPPLICATION OF THE SCRIPTURE 
TEXT, John v. 39, 40. 


“SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES.” 


The frequent and positively erroneous inter- 
pretation given to this Scripture has often 
suggested a needed correction. It is exceed- 
ingly to be regretted that a command so posi- 
tive to study the “oracles of God” should be 
tortured into an invidious and slighting decla- 
ration concerning themselves, and that, in- 
stead of a warm invitation to search them 
rightly and diligently, it should serve as a 
discouragement in that direction. We do not 
need in this day any disparagement of this 
kind. What with vain philosophy and down- 
right infidelity on the one hand, with coldness 
and lukewarmness on the other, we need every 
available help in the way of good. Least of 
all can we dispense with the “comfort of the 
Scriptures,” to obtain which their diligent 
perusal and study is a divinely appointed 
means. 

A very slight examination of the text in 


| question, together with the context, will satisfy 


the candid mind that no such construction 
can be placed upon it. Whether we consider 
it in the light of a direct command, “ Search 
ye) the Scriptures,” or whether we read it in 
the light of a statement of fact, ( Ye) ‘‘ Search 
the Scriptures,’ we fail utterly to find in it 
anything of the nature of a disparaging com- 
parison between themselves and the divine 
life of which they testify. And now, why 
were they thus commanded, or why this allu- 
sion in this connection to the Scriptures? 
Because the Scriptures contained not only the 
Jewish Law “ which saith that the man which 
doeth these things shall dive by them.” Lev. 


\xviii. 5; also, “For it is not a vain thing 


for you, because it is your life.” Deut. xxxii. 
47 (and in that sense their life was in their 
Law): but they contained also numerous well 
d-fined predictions of the coming of Christ, so 
minute in their details, so marked in their 
character, together with such complete testi- 
mony concerning Him, that they had but to 


| investigate them to satisfy themselves. Our 


Saviour would have them, therefore, “ search 
the Scriptures” again. He would have them 


the objects of their deepest attachment are no|to look int» them further than merely to 
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“settle questions out of their Law,” but now | be called) shrinking into itself at the first 
with reference more particularly to Himself; | mention of critical, or literary, or 1s es gr 
for, says He, “they are they which testify of} cal handling, and quoting text after text to 
me.” He then complains bitterly of them| show that human ignorance is Divine wis- 
because “they would not come to Him that! dom, and that ‘the preaching of the Cross’ 
they might have life,” as if He would assign | ought to be ‘foolishness’ *—there; is another 
their imperfect acquaintance with the Sacred | peril, on the opposite side, to the ‘breadth’ 
Records as the very reason why they did not; | of Christianity, and that lies in the contempt- 
for with a more thorough knowledge of their| uous treatment of feeling as a part of it. 
contents, especially of the prophecies respecting |One would suppose, to read or to listen in 
the coming of Christ, they would certainly have | this particular week, + that the chief foe of 
received Him as the promised Messiah, to| religion was an excessiveenthuasism. Warn- 
whom they pointed, and in whom they were | ings, serious and solemn, echo in our ears all 


all fulfilled. For directly afterwards He said | 
to them, “Had ye believed Moses, ye would 
have believed me.” 


from disparaging the Scriptures, as if there 
was a question at issue whether He or they 
were the source of Life (of which there is not 
the slightest appearence), was at that 
very time calling in their aid as testimony to 
His divine character and mission, and in- 
viting an examination of them to that effect. 
He was grouping together the various evi- 
dences which then existed or had been given 
of his Messiahship. He first appeals to the 
testimony of John the Baptist, “who was a 
burning and shining light,” “who bore wit- 
ness to the truth,” saying, “ He knew that the 
testimony which he gave was true.” Next, 


He appeals to “a.greater witness than that of 


John,” in “the works which He did.” “The 
same bear witness of me that the Father hath 
sent me.” Next in order, in upward progres- 
sion of dignity and value, He appeals to 
“the Father himself, which hath sent me, 
He hath borne witness of me.” And then, 
in conclusion, He appeals to the Scriptures 
themselves, which they profe sed to prize so 
highly, but of which they real'y knew so little, 
and exhorts them to search them diligently, 
for they would find in them abundant testi- 
mony of Him and His mission; that if, in- 
stead of a barren and incomplete examination 
of them in reference to mere questions of their 
Law, and in a vain search tor Eternal Life 
by the Law, they would substitute a diligent 
» arch of their whole contents, their nature 
and purpose, they would find they bore testi- 
mony of Him who was “the Life,” and that, 


by coming to Him, they might truly have | 


Life, and have it abundantly. 


-e- me 


RELIGIOUS FEELING. 


Dr. Vaughan, in a recent work, “ The Solid- 
ity of True Religion,’ has some wise words 
op the excessive dread often entertained 
towards deep religious feeling. 

“ But while the disparagement of intellect is 
one danger—the religious world (as it would 


The context also shows | 
clearly that our Saviour, at this time, so far | 


the day long, against an excitement, an emo- 
tion, a fever heat of feeling, which is sure 
afterwards to rebound into indifference, or, if it 
does not that, will be but so much the more 
formidable in its effect upon a sober and 
substantial Christianity. Far be it from us 
to say that there exists no such possibility. 
But this we can say—that our experience has 
not lain amongst the too much, or the too fervid, 
or the too emotional, in religion. Judging by 
ourselves, and by those with whom we dwell in 
most intimate converse, we should say rather 
that we should hail an accession of fervor as 
an almost unmingled blessing. We do not 
feel inclined to refuse the breath of a more 
genial, a more balmy, a more odorous gale, 
merely because it might pass again, and leave 
| us in the double chill of a more Arctic win- 
ter. I should like to hear, but for once, the 
voice of God, the call of Jesus Christ—I do 
not think I could be the worse for it! If 
only I may b> permitted not to build upon it, 
|not to make it my hope of Heaven, nor my 
_ plea with God, afterwards—if only I may be 
clearly taught that it has nothing to do, this 
| way or that way, with the real rock, with the 
solid fastness, with the impregnable citadel, 
of revelation—that I am not to depend, for 
one moment, on feeling—no, not if I were 
even caught up, like St. Paul, to hear un- 
speakable words in the third heaven.{ | 
cannot think that 1 could ever regret or ever 
repent of an experience, for myself, of the 
‘breadth’ of the Gospel, in that it recog- 
nizes feeling, emotion, enthusiasm, as one of 
its provinces, and scarcely stays to settle the 
exact rank and order of feeling, amidst the 
multitude of its subjects and of its tributa- 
ries.” 

*1 Cor. i. 18, 


+ The General Election and Mission week, 1874. 
¢ 2. Cor. xii. 2, 4. 


oe 


Tunes that are above cannot be known 
(but by a “wisdom from above,” Narure 
neither affords this wisdom nor can of itself 
jacquire it, This is to advertise us, that we 
|mistake not morality and common knowledge, 
| even of Divine things, for the “ wisdom that }s 
| from above.” —Leighton. 
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From The (Boston) Christian. 


TESTING THE GOD OF JACOB. 
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Court Road, on his way to the New River, a 
little before seven o'clock, he found himself 


| moving on with a throng of persons who were 


“ When the poor and needy seek water, and | 
there is none, and their tongue faileth for| 
thirst, I the Lord will hear them; I the God | 
of Jacob will not forsake them.” Tous spake | 
our compassionating, gracious God, by His 
servant Isaiah. And innumerable instances, 
in all ages of the world, prove that this prom- | 
ise, to the very letter, He has abundantly 
fulfilled. Let the following facts strengthen 
our faith in Him who is “the same yesterday, 
to day, and forever.” 

The late Rey. Edward Parsons, of Leeds, 


entering the Tabernacle. In a sullen mood 
he entered with the stream of early worshi 

pers, still resolved to carry out his terrible 
design to commit suicide. The Rev. E. Par- 
sons was in the pulpit. The hymn, the read- 
ing of the Scriptures, and the prayer, struck 
the miserable one, and made him say to him- 
self, “ This man seems to feel what he says.” 
But when Mr. Parsons gave out his text, 
which was, “ When the poor and needy seek 
water, and there is none, and their tongue fail- 
eth for thirst, I, the Lord, wili hear them ; I, 


some forty years ago frequently supplied the |the God of Jacob, will not for ake them,” it 


pulpit of Tottenham Court Road Chapel. 
One Monday morning, after the fatigues of 
the previous Sabbath services, he took a saun- 
tering walk with a view of recreating his 
mind, when a gentleman accosted him: “ You 
appear to be taking a walk, sir; have you 
any objection for me to walk with you?” 
“Not the least,” was the reply. They there- 
fore walked on together. The stranger freely 
conversed with him on various topics, until 
they came to a certain house, when he said to 
Mr. Parsons, “This is my house, sir; would 
you like to walk in and rest yourself?” He 
made no objection; they therefore entered, 
and continued for awhile their conversation. 
The gentleman courteously offered Mr. Par- 
sons some refreshment, and then asked him if 
he would like to see over his house. To this 
unaccountable request Mr Parsons consented, 
and was shown over a large, well-furnished 
residence. 

When they returned to the drawing-room, 
the gentleman asked Mr. Parsons if he did 
not think his conduct strange. “To tell you 
the truth, I do,” said he. The gentleman’s 
reply was, that he had a design in thus treat- 
ing him. He then related the following re- 
markable facts. Many years before, he had 
come with his wife from Scotland to Lon- 
don, and for a time had full employment 
as a mechanic. But when his work became 
slack, having no provision for such an emer- 
gency, he was obliged to part with some of 
his furniture, and take a smaller house. Still 
his temporal circumstances grew worse and 
worse. His health also failed, and he was 
necessitated to part with more and more of his 
furniture, until he found himself, wife, and 
family, driven to reside in a wretched cellar 
in St. Giles’s. One day, after having parted 
with every article of furniture he could possi- | 
bly spare, and being without food or the'| 
means of obtaining any, he resolved that the 
next morning he would drown himself in the | 
New River, and accordingly started early to | 
carry out his dire resolve. It was a Sabbath 
morning.. As he passed through Tottenham 


seemed so truly for him, that the poor starving 
man could not help stopping through the ser- 
mon. At its close, Mr. Parsons asked, “ Have 
you put the God of Jacob to the test?” The 
question was repeated and pressed, and the 
poor man said to himself, “I have not put the 
God of Jacob to the test,” and consequ nily, 
with half a resolution to do so, he returned to 
the miserab’e cellar. There sat his wretched 
wife on a low stool, and there were his s‘arving 
children crying for the food he could not s»p- 
ply. A short period of pensive sadness, and 
then he said to his wife, “I think we might 
read a chapter.” Poor woman! the remark 
opened up the well-spring of her heart. She 
burst into tears. The thought of her early 
training at once rushed upon her mind. She 
looked for the Bible, but it had been pawned ; 
she, however, found part of an old copy, out 
of which her husband read a chapter. “ We 
have not put the God of Jacob to the test. 
Shall we pray?” said he. This more sur- 
prised the poor wife, but at once they knelt 
down, and did then put the God of Jacob to 
the test. Still the day passed without .their 
being supplied with food. 

Next morning, however, the postman, who 
very rarely entered that poverty-stricken 
street, brought the man a letter, post-paid, 
from a fellow workman who had heard of his 
ill-health and loss of work. The letter con- 
tained information concerning a large firm in 
London which had an extensive contract, and 
was requiring a number of hauds, and advised 
that he should apply to it for employment. 
It also contained a one-pound note, as a loan, 
which he immediately employed in obtaining 
food for his family, and in delivering his best 
coat from the pawnbroker's. He then applied 
to the firm named, and obtained employment; 
and being a clever workman, his servic s were 
secured for a permanency. At length he was 
appointed foreman, and as the business exteud- 
ed had a small interest given him in the con- 
cern, which was in thé hands of two brothers. 
When one of them died, he was made a regu- 
lar partner; and as in the course of years an 
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ample fortune had been realized by the re- 
maining brother, he gave up the business to 
him. With grateful acknowledgments to the 
Lord, he then told Mr. Parsons that the style 
of his house fairly represented his temporal 
circumstances ; and that he had also been en- 
abled to put the God of Jacob to the test with 
reference to the wants of his soul. He had 
sought and found salvation, and “streams of 
of spiritual comfort,” so that he could set to 
his seal that God was true, and that “ when 
the poor and needy seek water, and there is 
none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, the 
Lord will hear them ; the God of Jacob will 
not forsake them.” Before Mr. Parsons left, 
he pressed him to accept a handsome present, 
as a token of his gratitude and the Lord’s 
faithfulness; but he declined to do so. He, 
however, received from him a small tea-caddy, 
which is now in possession of his son, the Rev. 
James Parsons, of York, who has verified the 
main facts of the statement. Some of its 
other details are given on the authority of the 
late Rev. Edward Parsons himself, as commu- 
nicated by him to a fellow-passenger in a 
stage-coach.— Phillips’ Answers to Prayer. 


THE SLAVE TRADE IN EAST AFRICA. 


AN EXTRACT FROM A LETTER. 
East AFrrica, Aug. 29th, 1874. 


At Zanzibar I found the Arabs still writh- 
ing under what they regard the injustice of 
not being permitted to purchase human ma- 
chines to do their work. So far as Zanzibar 

_ is concerred, the stop upon the importation of 


slaves seems to be pretty effectual. No doubt 
they are secretly imported, but the number at 
presept cannot be large. But what is the 


effect of all this? The Arabs are discontent- | 


ed; and as they cannot get slaves at Zanzi 
bar, they are beginning to shift—they will go 
where slaves can be obtained—to the main- 
land. All the chief pla’es will be taken pos- 
session of by them, slaves will be purchased 
by them ad libitum, and the horrid trade will 
go on in sume respects worse than_ before, 
grinding its victims. On the mainland, not 
the mere coast, but the interior—at such 
places as Unyanyembe and Ujijimlarge Arab 


settlements will grow up, the leading feature of | 
which will be the merchandise of human flesh. | 


Since my return to Africa, I have per- 
formed a journey overland from Zanzibar 
through Nsumbara, and then nearer the coast 
to this place. Everywhere I heard of the 
assage of slave gangs in chains. I will re- 
ate a fact:—When at Pangani, a little north 
of Zanzibar, just as I was about to leave the 
town for Chogue, some distance up the river, 
an English boat came into the harbor. They 
belonged to_one of our cruisers; had been 
away from their ship ten days, and had at last 


made a capture. The prize was a miserable 
dhow, a small undecked-boat, and was almost 
foundering. Her captain gave an unsatisfac- 
‘tory account of her, and one slave was dis- 
‘covered on board—a young man, who assured 
his captors that he was a slave, snd was be- 
ing taken to Pemba for sale. He certified 
\this to the Governor of Pangani in my pres- 
‘ence, and was then taken off in triumph by 
the Englishmen. The lieutenant invited me 
| to go off to their larger boat, which lay at some 
distance from the town. I went with him 
from curiosity, anxious to see what kind of 
‘arrangements they had, and what accommo- 
dation they could find on such a boat during 
'so many days at sea. I found a fine lot of 
fellows ; but how they managed to keep them- 
solves from cramp is a mystery to me. I ad- 
mired the men, and commiserated their lot, 
for I thought it a harder life than mine on 
shore. What! I thought, all this to capture 
one man, who will probably be enslaved 
again before long! But there is a contrast 
to this to which I wish specially to call your 
attention. At that time there were in the town 
of Pangani a large number of slaves that had 
lately arrived on foot, urchins whom no Eng- 
lish marines, soldiers, or any one else might 
step forward to save without overstepping the 
‘treaty; for this England allows. ‘There was 
also a Jarge number of slaves just arrived on 
the opposite side of the river, waiting to be 
ferried over to the town. This was not to be 
attempted while the Englishmen were in the 
‘town; but when they returned to the boats, 
and I with them, “ Now, then,” said those in 
charge of them, “ fill the canoes as quickly as 
possible, push off with them, and get them out 
of the way.” * * .. . 

Unable to write more now, permit me to 
express the hope that the Society will relax 
none of its efforts for the suppression of slavery, 
remembering that the demon is rampant here 
pr anaes, Tom desolation on all hands, re- 
quiring to be boldly snd consistently con- 

fronted, attacked, and smitten until he falls, 
and we shall look for bis bateful form in this 
slave-cursed country in vain.—I am, yours 
| sincerely, Cuaries New. 
B. Minuarp, Secretary to the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society. 

Since the murder of the missionary at Gua- 
| dalajara, in Mexico, by the mob incited by the 
| Romish priests, 56 persons have been admitted 
| to the Protestant church there, and the abhor- 
rence felt at the murder prompted the recent 
legislation against the abuses of Romanism. 
|A mob, armed with knives and rifles, on 

January 26, attacked the Protestant, Church 
| recently established by the Presbyterian Mis- 
sion at Acapulco. The Superintendent es- 
\caped to a United States man-of-war in the 
| harbor. 
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THE TRAINING AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
MINISTERS. 


To the Editor of The (London) Friend. 


Dear Friend.—I. have been much inter- 
ested in the correspondence in The Friend 
on the subject of the “ Training and Distri 
bution of our M’nisters.” I think some ac- 
tion is greatly needed, in the latter more es- 
pecially of these respects ; I am sure if there 
was more itinerancy amongst us, our Church 
would be in a more healthful state. This does 
not, however, neces arily involve the formation 
of a plan, or the co-operation of the Select 
Meeting, and I believe if ministers were more 
willing to give up to small intimations of 
duty (even if never called to labor far from 
home), and during short absences to commend 
their families and affairs to the keeping of 
Israel’s Shepherd, that their own gifts would 
be brightened and strengthened, and a revival 
known in many of our small meetings, in 
which spiritual life seems almost extinct. 

The training of ministers has not been 
much touched on, and is generally best ac- 
complished between Christ and their own 
souls, without the intervention of their fellow- 
men; nevertheless, especially in the outset «f 
their religious course, many, I believe, would be 
much helped by the advice of their elder breth- 
ren. The necessity of the prayerful study of 
the Scriptures should be placed before them, 
and the great responsibility resting on those 
to whom in the assemblies of the people, 
the Lord has said, “ Feed my sheep.” And 
as this weight and responsibility bocome more 
part and parcel of their life’s work, their ser 
vice would become joy, their gift in the min- 
istry a treasure, and they would willingly 
suff_r baptism unto death on behalf of others, 
that they might rise with them in newness of 
life. Let us, however, remember that they can 
only give to us what they themselves receive 
of God, and, standing in the light of Cuhrist, 
let us see that we ourselves are clear in giving 
a helping hand to those who, in many cases, 
have to pass through deep watcrs before they 
can testify to «thers of the grace of God. 

W. F. H. 


-. 
INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION. 


Action of the States General of Holland.— 
The following letter is by Dr. Bredius, a 
member of the States General of Holland 
and a Vice President of the Association for 
the Reform and Codification of the Law of 
Nations, which recently met at Geneva: 

“Tae Haaeug, the 27th November, 1874 

The Rev. Dr. James B. Miles, Boston: 
Dear Sir—I have the satisfaction 'o inform 
you that the motion on international arbitra- 
tion, brought before the Second Chamber of 
the States General by M. D. Van Eche and | 
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myself, on the 12th October last; was carried 
to-day. We had less than a day’s debate, and 
a proposition to adjourn the discussion until 
a later (not named) day was met by my 
counter proposition to leave our motion, with- 
out any further defense from our side, to its 
own inherent strength, and to close the discus- 
sion and vote at once. 

This propdsition being adopted, the Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs approving of the prin- 
ciple, after his speech the motion was carried, 
as above stated. 

I hope, dear sir, you and your friends, the 
laborers for the great and holy cause, will ac- 
knowledge that M. Van Eche and myself 
have redeemed the pledge we gave our m: st 
honored friend, Henry Richard, to our best 
power. ‘ 

Our country has now become worthier of 
being the place for the next year’s meeting of 
your International Association. 

M. Auguste Couvreur is proposing a simi- 
lar motion in the Belgian House. 

I remain, dear sir, yours very truly, 
BReEDIUvs.” 

The British Parliament, the Chamber of 
Deputies at Rome, the Diet of Sweden, the 
Congress of the United States, and the States 
General of Holland have all decl»red in favor 
of arbitration, and in condemnation of the 
barbarous practice of international war.— 
Messenger of Peace. 


- 


NEW LEAD MINES. 


It is a little singular that whut promises to 
be a very rich lead mine should have been 
dise»vered in the rocky pasture just behind 
the old city of Newburyport, in E»*sex county, 
Mass. It is singular, because no one has ever 
suspected that any portion of Eastern Massa- 
chusetts was rich in mineral deposits. A vein 
of lead ore, yi*lding on analysis about eighty 
per cent. of the metal, bas recently been 
opened at the place named, which is nearly 
five feet in breadth and twelve feet in depth, 
and it is stated that it has been traced a dis- 
tance of a quarter of a mile. It is probable 
that several other veins of perhaps equal mag- 
nitude exist in the same locality, and the re- 
gion at the present time promises to become 
one of great activity in mining and metallur- 
gical operations. It is alleged that the ore is 
rich in gold and silver, the latter precious 
metal being found to be present in portions of 
the vein to the extent of one hundred ounces 
to the ton. This, if true, would be somewhat 
extraordinary, as the English lead sulphides 
which hold ten or twenty ounc’s are regarded 
as rich. These ores, when holding but three 
or four ounces, are considered worth assayin 
for the reeovery of the silver. The demand 
for lead in the arts and manufactures is so 
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enormous, that fears have been expressed that 
the supply would become inadequate to the 
wants of the world, Our mines in Iowa, Illi- 


nois, and M'ssouri, give indications of exbaus- | 


tion, and the English supply, so far as known 
is limited in extent. It is, therefore, fortunate 
that new deposits of such magnitude have 
been discovered.— Boston 


istry. 


FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


PHILADELPHIA, SECOND MONTH 27, 1875. 


CHRISTIANITY AXkp War.—Some appre- 
hension has been felr, lest in an ea'nest and 
forcible discourse* (conclud d in our last num- 
ber), upon the cause of Peace, too much stress 
may have been laid upon the efforts of mere 
philanthropy, to the disparagement of the 
Bible and of the diffusion of Christianity, as 
the great chief azencies of human improve- 
ment and elevation. 

Careful reading of the whole essay referred 
to will, we believe, relieve its author from the 
charge of any such int: ntion. 
seems to have been to call 


His purpose 
attention to the 
obvious truth, that, notwith-tanding the com- 
mon posession and valuation of the Bible in 
Protestant countries, with such “ connected 
instructions ’’ as have generally accompanied 
it, Christians have still coniinued to tolerate 
and often to justify war, under certain con- 
ditions. We had occasion, with regret, a few 
months ag», to refer to an example of this, 
occurring ia one of the most influential and 
widely distributed religious papers of our 
country. What Robert Barclay calls being 
“in the mixture” upon this subject, certainly 
still prevails largely amongst those whom we 
must recognize as zealous on behalf of Chris- 
tianity, as it is apprehend:d by them. Hence 
it appears to be an obj ct worthy of the most 
earnest solicitude, on the part of those con- 
vinced that the religion of the Gospel is incom- 
patible with war, to arouse the attention of 
professors of Christianity everywhere to this 
truth. Moreover, it is a lesser but a far from 
unimportant concern, to emphasize, for gene- 
ral public information, those evils of war which 
are coming to be more and more regarded by 


*By Laurens P. Hickok. 
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|statesmen as reudering it utterly intolerable 


among civilized nations, even on the ground 
of human expediency. Charles Sumner prob- 
ably rendered a greater service to public 


opinion on this subject than any other lead- 


3 a of ing public man of our age. 
Journal of Chem-,| 


Yet the other aspect of the needs of true, 
vital and permanent reform requires to be 
kept constantly before us. Such reflections 
as occur upon this point are very well ex- 
pressed in the following sentences, from an 
editorial article in the last number of the 
(London) Friend : 


“We may sometimes have been too much 
disposed to rely on the spr-ad of what are 
termed péace principles, as distinct from the 
general spread of righteousness in the earth. 
No doubt muc! would be attained if a greater 
abhorrence of war were to be diffused through- 
out the Christian Church, but it is important 
to recognize that Christ‘an truth mostly ad- 
vances as a whole, and that its parts are inti- 
mately blended together. Every Christian 
disciple who, in his own conduct, illnstrates 
and commends.the rule ot the Prince of Peace, 
is bearing a part, though it may bea lowly 
one, in opposition to the spirit of war; and 
everything that spreads Christian truth in 
the world is an agency for peace. It may 
be that 

“* Par is the time, remote from human sight, 
When war and discord on the earth shall cease 
Yet every prayer for universal peace 
Avails the blessed time to expedite.” ” 


—-.- 


Unity amonG Frienps.—At the close of 
an article in the (Philadelphia) Friend, con- 
cerning Ohio Yearly Meeting, in which a very 
different view is taken from that lately ex- 
pressed in these columns, the following re- 
marks occur. Accepting their language accord- 
ing to its simple and direct meaning, they 
meet with our cordial concurrence. 


“We cannot but hope that in the Lord's 
way and time, the barriers which now in 
measure s*parate those who claim the same 
appellation, of “ Friend,” will be so removed, 
that all those who truly own the doctrines and 
testimonies of the early members of cur So- 
ciety, will be drawn into « closer fellowship 
with each other, though they may have been 
widely scattered in a dark snd cloudy day. 
Then the ancient prediction will be realized: 
“Thy watchmen will lift up the voice; with 
the voice together shall they sing, for they 
shall see eye to eye when the Lord shall bring 
again Zion.” It would indeed be cause of 
unfeigned rejoicing to see evidences of the 
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near app-oach of that day. Among its signs 

will be an ‘ner ase of thet ch irity which 
pe the restoration of wan lerers, and would 
fein heal the breaches and restore paths to 
walk in; a moe fervent eoncern for the pres- 
ereation of one another in the unchangeable 
Truth, and a godly zeal for the upholding of 
al! our doctrines and testimonies, which will 


renudiate all those compromises that tend to 
lower the standard of Truth, and to fritter 
away the distinguishing f atures of our pro- 
n;—a zeal which will lead those actuated 
by it to submit to be evil spoken of, rather 
thax to acquie:ce in what they know to be of 
evil tendency.” 


fessi 


2 


FRIENDS IN IRELAND.—We take this following 
paragraphs from The (London) /riend: 

“At the Leinster Quarterly Meeting, held at 
Dublin, commencing on roth of First month, a 
prayer-meeting was held on First-day morning, 
and the public were invited to the morning and 
afternoon meetings on that day, also to the con- 
cluding meeting on Second-day evening. On 
Third- day morning and evening the prayer and 
fellowship meetings, usually held on that day, 
were attended by many Friends from the country ; 
and on Fourth-day evening a meeting was held 
in the Strand Street Institute, to which the poorer 
classes were invited; all these were satisfactory 
occasions, and the Gospel was fully and freely 
preached. On S:cond day, when the answers to 
the Queries had been read, several Friends 
alluded to the religious awakening which has 
recently taken place, and it was suggested that 
Friends belonging to the various Monthly Meet 
ings be invited to give information as to the 
religious state of their different localities. Very 
interesting accounts were then given from many 
places in the province of Leinster, as well as 
from Dublin, of the increased religious life mani- 
fested amongst our own members, as well as 
amongst other religious denominations. It was 
considered a very remarkable Quarterly Meeting ; 
much unity of feeling was manifested, 
evident from all that passed that there 
religious work going onin Ireland, whi« 
of great thankfulness. 

“At Munster Qzarterly Meeting, held in Cork, 
commencing on the 17th of First month, a devo- 
tional meeting was held on First-day morning at 
9-45; the usual meeting for worship afterwards 
was largely attended by Friends and others, and 
in the afternoon there was a — meeting held, 
at the request of Caroline E. Talbot, to which a 
large number of the inhabitants came, and the 
Gospel was preached with great power. On 
Second-day morning a devotional meeting was 
held at 9.15 A. M., and the meeting for business at 
10 A.M. ‘This was an interesting occasion, and 
the state of the Monthly Meetings came under 
consideration; a Committee was nominated 
consider what care should be extended, and it 
was eventually decided to appoint a Sub-Commit- 
tee to visit the various meetings. On Second 
day evening, a meeting was held of ministers, 
elders, overseers, and those engaged in Christian 
work; and on Third-day morning the concluding 


as it was 
is a deep 
h is cause 


to 
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meeting of the Quarterly Meeting, which was a 
very favored season. In the afternoon, a 
children’s meeting was held, and in the evening 
a meeting for worship, to which the public were 
invited by the General Meetings Committee. On 
Fourth-day morning and evening public meet- 
ings were also held; and at 4.30 same day 
another children’s meeting. Fifth-day morning 
the usual mid-week meeting of Friends, and on 
Fifth-day evening another public meeting ; this 
concluded the General Meetings for the public, 
and on all these occasions the ministers present 
were enabled, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to 
preach the Gospel in its fulness, and it was felt 
that an unusual blessing was poured out on many 
hearts. On Sixth day morning there was a patt- 
ing meeting of the General Meetings ee 
and Cork Friends, for praise and tha sgiving, 
when many hearts acknowledged the aula ss of 
the Lord and the blessings of the last week, in 
vocal prayer. On Sixth-day evening, M. A. Allen, 
of Dublin, held a Gospel meeting, especially for 
the poor.” 
2 - 

Nt w PuBiications.— Capital Punishment. By 
W. G. Hubbard. The most important reasons 
in favor of the abolition of the death penalty are 
well set forth in this tract, issued by Friends’ 
Publishing House, New Vienna, Ohio. Its argu- 
ments are fortified by appropriate citations from 
Bentham, Bovee, Bright, Whelpley, 
Washburn and other authors. Believing that 
the relation between the question of abolishing 
capital punishment, and that of the unlawfulness 
of defensive war, 


Quinby, 


is very close, so that the Christ- 
ian platform concerning the latter can hardly be 
fully the former 
also, that 
ulation. 


maintained without including 


we consider it to be desirable such 


documents should have a wide cir 
The Bible for the 


now indulge the view, 


Young.—Few persons 
which seems to us almost 
superstitious, that every portion of the Scriptures is 
equally adapted for the reading of persons of 
all ages, without judicious collateral instruction. 
The experience of those 
much to do with children has been, 
tion and explanation 


have 
that selec- 
ired, in making 
them acquainted with many of the books of the 
Old Coven With the Psalms and the New 
Testament, it is not so apparent that children 
ever need, If such 
are made, however, it important that 
they should be so prepared as to convey the sub- 
stance of the Bible the simplest language, 
without any misconstruction. appears to 
have been done in the handsome volume before 
us, which has been edited 


common who 


are 


requ 
ant. 
or profit by, 


paraphrases. 
is highly 


in 
This 


and partly rewritten) 
by George Alexander Crooke, 
of Ingram Corbin, Matthew 
It is also freely illustrated. 
field Ashmead, Phil-delphia. 
Only Believe; or, the Hungering Soul 
By James William Kimball. 


from the writings 
Henry and others. 


Published by Duf- 


Fed.— 
In this beautifully 
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bound and printed little book are reproduced 
several chapters of the volume (issued by the 
American Tract Society) on ‘‘ Encouragements 
to Faith,” noticed in these columns some time 
ago (vol. xxviii, No. 16). 

Lillie; or, the Little Christian's Totlet.— 
This very pretty volume, another of the Ameri- 
can Tract Society's series, seems to be an expan- 
sion of one published at ‘‘ Imbert’s Lithographic 
Office, New York,"‘ more than ten years since. 
It aims to reach the hearts of the young partly 
through the imagination. Prepared by a mother, 
her warm sympathy has made its many sugges- 
tions, in prose and verse, such as are likely to 
attract and instruct thoughtful children. Its 
illustrations are unpretending, bearing a much 
smaller proportion to the letter-press than those 
of ‘‘ The American Toilet,’ its predecessor. 

Challen's “\Dime"’ Pilgrim's Progress —En- 
couraged by the success of other standard books 
published by him at very low prices, Howard 
Challen, of Philadelphia, is about to issue Bun- 
yan’s grand work in two parts, at ten cents each. 
If the typography can be made satisfactory for 
young eyes (which generally prefer large print) at 
such a cost, it will certainly be to the advantage 
of wholesome literature for the already great cir- 
culation of the Pilgrim's Progress to be thus 
yet further extended. 


2 


FRIENDS’ QUARTERLY EXAMINER, No. XXXIII 
has been received. The subjects of its sixteen 
articles are all such as to interest many readers ; 
and they are so treated as to represent very cred- 
itably the religious thought and literary ability of 
our English Friends. We propose, as usual, o 
transfer some of the articles to our pages; but 
should be sorry thus to forestall the recourse of 
any to the periodical itself, which has, as yet, 
fewer subscribers than it deserves to have in this 
country. 


-. 


MEETINGS FOR WoRSHIP AND DISCiPLINE.— 
The article on this subject commenced in our 
present number, taken from the British Friend, 
is from the pen of Jonathan Grubb. Without 
agreeing with every opinion expressed in it, we 
believe that its considerations are worthy of the 
careful attention of our readers. 


SS SL TE AT RT TT 


MARRIED. 


GUILFOYLE—WILLIAMSON.—By permission 
of Deer Creek Monthly Meeting, on Fourth day, the 
1oth inst., at the house of the bride’s father, Thomas 


J. Guilfoyle to Mary A. be! summa all of Harford 
cqunty, Md- 
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DIED. 


MADDOX.—In Harrison county, Ohio, on the even- 
ing of First month 17th, 1875, Mary L. Maddox, wife 
of the late Wilson Maddox; and daughter of Robert 
Ladd, deceased, aged 56 years; a beloved member 
and Elder of Short Creek Monthly Meeting, Onio. 

This dear Friend had for many years endeavored to 
adorn the doctrine of God her Saviour, and in her 


| character largely exhibited the «fruits of the Spirit;” 


but lately the glorious /iderty of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ dawned more fully upon her understanding, and 
through entire consecration and faith in the atoning 
merits of the Lord Jesus, she was enabled to rejoice 
greatly. The frequent expression of her heart, over- 
flowing with love to God and man, was, “ Bless the 
Lord, oh, my soul! and all that is within me bless His 
holy name.” 

NEWBY.—On the 2d of Fifth month, 1874, Ruhama, 
wife of Stephen Newby, in the 38th year of her age; 
a beloved member of Beech Grove Monthly Meeting, 
Marion county, Ind. In her short illness, she expressed 
that she was going home, and that there was not 
a cloud that passed her peaceful breast, and we have 
confidence that our loss is her eternal gain. 

PAIGE.—On 7th of Second month, 1875, Daniel 
Paige, a much esteemed member of Weare Monthly 
Meeting, N.H., closed his quiet and peaceful life; 
aged 76 years. 


“MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP AND DISCI- 
PLINE.”’ 
The above title has been corsidered to in- 


elude all the Meetings recognized by the 
Church in the Society of Friends 


It was not so in the very —_ days of this 
y 


Society. George Fox distinctly menticns a 
third class of meetings, especially for the 
preaching of the gospel to the people at large. 
These he called “ Thrashing Meetings,” and 
in these the gospel was preached by him and 
his colleagues in the demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power. 

They clearly distinguished between the wor- 
ship of “Friends,” or perzons «f somewhat 
advanced religious experience, and that in- 
strumentality suited for bringing the gospel 
to the multitude, or the multitude to the gos- 
pel. 

How we lost sight of this distinction it is 
difficult to say, but it was lost sight of to such 
an extent that we adopted no other term, 
when meeting the masses, than “ Meetings for 
WwW orship,” or “ Meetings for Divine Wor- 
ship,” and it was strongly pleaded by beloved 
Friends now no more, that silence was the 
instrarentality (far beyond preaching) best 
adapted fr the winning of souls. 

It is very clear that this theory was falsified 
in practice, as none of these good men would 
themselves venture to trust it, or go forth 
expecting or hoping to see the multitude con- 
verted by a series of silent meetings. 

A very considerable portion of silence may 
be, and often is, sweet and refreshing when 
brothers and sisters meet to wait upon and 


worship Him who is a Spirit; but, as I have 
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before written, protracted silence, as a rule, is| And again I ask for anything forbidding 
not adapted to a mixed congregation, and the | this exercise to be found in ovr principles, our 
attempt to inflict it on such a gathering bas} constitution, or our rules. If we would do 
often proved very disastrous And even as|the work designed for us by the great Head 
regards the Lord’s own dear children, I can-| of the Church, we must let our conventional 
not imagine lively-spirited Christians, with | theories go, counting them, and all things, but 
hearts full of love to God and man, sitting | loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
together week sfter week, two or three times, | Christ Jesus our Lord, and we must accept our 
for an hour and a half, without a word to one! friend Joseph Rowntree’s doctrine of “ adap- 
another, or to Him from whom all blessings | tation ;” not relinquishing one particle of the 
flow. truth, but only that which man in his weak- 
Yet, strange to say, we have not only been | ness has added; making (unconsciously per- 
satisfied with this, but sometimes made it| haps) the latter as binding on his own con- 
a matter of self-gratulation, almost a proof of| science, and on the consciences of others, as 
“— spirituality. the truth itself. 
ut, to retura to those called by Geo. Fox; We have now glanced at three distinct 
“Thrashing Meetings.” I have long since| kinds of meetings. “Retired Meetings,” or 
ceased to use the term “‘ Meeting for Worship” | Meetings for Worship, “ Thrashing Meetings ” 
when inviting the masses. They do not un- for the mvltitude, and “ Meetings for Trans- 
derstand it, and they naturally say (if stran-| acting the Affairs of the Church,” all of 
gers to Christ), that it is not for such as they. | which, if they are rightly held and conduct- 
1 generally say “Religious Meeting,” or| ed, have the same blessed end in view—the 
“ Religious Service,” and I do not see any| extension of the kingdom of Christ in the 
objection to the words “A Meeting for the! world through the conversion of souls. Any- 
Preaching of the Gospel.” | thing short of this falls short of the mark set 
Then let us ask for a portion of silence, and| before us. Let us ever keep this in view. 
explain the object of it, and the Lord’s child-| But there is a fourth kind of meeting, at 
ren will largely unite in that object; and| which I briefly hinted in a very short paper in 
possibly some poor publican may secretly cry | the British Friend of 10th month, 1874. For 
“God be merciful to me, a sinner!” or some| this it is difficult to find a designati n alto- 
wandering young sister silently breathe the| gether free from objection—at least to some 
contrite sinner’s prayer, “ Wash me, and [| minds. 
shall be whiter than snow.” I should not hesitate to use the term “ Pray- 
Silence in such a company, without explan-|er Meeting,” but although vocal prayer is 
ation, is not worship ; expectation and curios | heard in them, and much encouraged, they 
ity are not worship, and it is contrary to com-| are not strictly such. I have used the words 
mon sense, and to the teachings of the Spirit | “Social Religious Meeting,” which perhaps as 
of truth, to subject a large miscellaneous com-| nearly describ:s their character as any that 
pany to an ordeal of this kind. we can select, for one great object sought to be 
And in all these meetings there is most| attained by them is the more intimate blend- 
surely a liberty to open the sacred volume, | ing of the social and religious elements than 
at‘ to read the words af the Lord Jesus, or| has hitherto characterized either the domestic 
other words which holy men of old wrote| intercourse among us, or any of our public 
as they were: moved of the Holy Ghost.| gatherings. I view the attainment of this 
This liberty I have for years exercised, as| object as far more important than many may 
altogether consistent with our constitution, | at first sight consider it. There was a day in 
our principles, and our rules; and, what is our Society when little, if any, expression was 
more, with the teaching and practice of our given on religious subjects anywhere, except 
Lord and His apostles. in our Meeting-houses, or in what were termed 
I would goa step ‘urther, and honestly con- family visits, and this expression was almost 
fess that when, on such occasions, the com- entirely confined to those who professed a call 
pany, mixed though it be, desires to give to the public preaching of the gospel; the 
expression to the feelings of the heart in| most important of all themes being consid- 
song, I do not, for I dare not, quench the ered practically as too sacred (shall I say too 
Spirit by forbidding them to do so. : I cannot | awful?) to be meddled with by others. 
conscientiously say “It sha!l be a one-man| This I believe to have been a fatal mistake. 
ministry in this meeting; my voice shall be| I do not accept as a part of gospel teaching, a 
heard, but yours shall be hushed ,,—thus de hard, d ep line between that which is of a 
priviug many full hearts of the only part they social or secular character, and that which is 
ave in the vocal exercise. And, here again, | religious and spiritual. I do not say “ You or 
I plead the authority of New Testament teach- I can worship on this side of that line, but we 
ing and practice, and also of Robert Barclay,| cannot worship on the other.” Far be it 
our well known apologist. from me to say that if a chapter be solemnly 
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and prayerfully read in a public assembly, i 
therefore is no longer a Meeting for Wor- 
ship! 

(To be concluded.) 


From The British Friend. 


SUMMARY OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE | 


AUSTRALIAN DEPUTATION. 
From 23rd of 9th Mo. to 30th of 11th Mo., 1874. 

The steamship “ Northumberland,” having 
oa board the three Friends composing the 
Australian deputation, left Plymouth Sound 
at 7 p.M.on the 23rd of 9th Month, 1874, 
and in the deepening twilight the shores of 
England soon passed out of view. By 11 
P. M., the Eddystone Light had also sunk 
below the horizon, and then it was that the 
sense of separation from home and friends 
became complete. But in that hour we were 
graciously permitted to feel the renewed 
assurance that our dear Lord and Master 
would continue to be with us, and that He 
would never leave nor forsake those whom 
we had left behind. We had about 75 pas 
sengers in the saloon, besides a dozen little 
children, whose cheerful play and unc neern 
often added liveliness to the scenxe on hoard. 
The second and third class passengers, t»- 
gether with the officers and crew, brougbt up 
the total number on board to about 400. ? 

In looking back upon the varied incidents 


of the voyage, the prevailinz feeling on our 
minds is one of thankfulness for the spiritual 


privileges we were permitted to enjoy. Oar 
little cabin was many a time the scene of 
happy communion with our Lord, both in 
private when kept by sickness to our berths, 
and unitedly when engaged in our daily 
Scripture reading and approaches to the 
throne of grace. There were no other Christ- 
ian ministers on board—a young Jewish 
Rabbi going out to Melbourne being the 


only offic ‘ial representative, besides ourselves, | 


of any religious body. We were greatly 
favored, however r,in the company of a lady 
of a truly religious spirit, with whose efforts 
for the good of those on board we could cor- 
dially unite, and who was very helpful in 
opening the way for our having much inter 
esting service among our fellow passengers. 
The “Church S:rvice” was read on First- ~day 
mornings by the captain and surgeon, and on 
each First- day eveuing a meeting was held in 
the principal saloon. at which one of us, after 
reading a portion of Scripture, was enabled 
to address a company of 30 or 40 of the 
first-class passengers on the great foundation 
truths of Christianity, and to find access to 
the Divine footstool in earnest vocal prayer. 
After some negotiation with the captain and 
a few of the ladies on board, leave was also 


obtained for the use of the “ ladies’ saloon,”’a 


small apartment at the stern of the ship, for a| 


| little meeting-house in Russell Street. 
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t | daily evening devotional meeting. The first 
\of these was held on the evening of the 2nd 
of 10th Month, and they were continued with- 
out intermission during the rest of the voy- 
‘age. The room had seats for about 12, but 
|as many as 20 sometimes crowded into it, and 
in spite of the violent motion (which often 
made it difficult to keep our seats), and the 
| disturbance caused by the noise of the screw 
and the rudder, a feéling of great solemnity 
often attended these meetings ; and they will, 
we have reason to believe, be long remem- 
\bered with grateful interest by us and by 
those who united with us in them. 

The vocal service devolved almost entire y 
upon our trio, who undertook the reading by 
turn. Religious meetings of an instructive 
and devotional character were also held in 
the third-class saloon on First-day and Fourth- 
day evenings. At some of these, the lady 
before referred to took a leading part, with 
much evidence of divine influence, and occa- 
sionally others of the company (besides some of 
ourselves) engaged in prayer and thanksgiving. 
Abovt 30 persons attended these meetings at 
first, but by the end of the voyage the num- 
ber had increased nearly fourfold, and many 
kind farewells were spoken by our fellow-pas- 
sengers of this class on our leaving the ship. 
[re crew and firemen also received very 
kindly a few visits in their own quarters ; 
and on First-day afternoons a number of the 
children on board were assembled as a First- 
day school. 

Thus we feel, amidst much infirmity on 
our part, our Heavenly Father has graciously 
condescended to accept and bless our willing- 
ness to serve Him on our outward voyage, 
and has given us renewed cause for gratetul 
consecration of ourselves to Him in the fields 
of service which He may be pleased to open 
to us in these lands. 

We were favored to arrive in health and 
safety at Sandridge Pier about 5 P. M. on 
Second-day, the 16th of 11th Month. Three 
Friends from Melbourne met us there with 8 
very kind welcome to Australia, and each of 
them took one of us to his house for the 
night. At their own suggestion, in which we 
at once heartily concurred, we established 
ourselves the next morning at a boarding 
house in a convenient position on the out- 
skirts of the city. 

Oa Fourth-day morning, the 18th, we 
attended the usual Meeting for Worship at the 

At the 
close of the meeting our certificates were read, 
and arrangements made for our having a 


‘conferencs with several Friends to consider 
plans fur our entering upon the work before 


us. 
We have everywhere been received with 
great cordiality and kindness. We thought 
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it best to propose spending our time before 
ae to Adelaide, in visiting at their 

ouses the members of the Society and those 
who are more or less in the practice of attend- 
ing meetings at Melbourne; and we have 
been pretty closely occupied day by day 
in the prosecution of this work, though, as 
the residences of these are widely scattered, 
and the distances to be traversed very consid- 
erable, the visits occupy much time. 

On First-day, 11th Month 22nd, there was 
an attendance of about 120 persons at the 
morning meeting, the usual number being 40 
or 50. We were mercifully helped to preach 
Christ, “the open door,” to them. No even- 
ing meeting 1s regularly held; but we had 
thought it right (with the consent of Friends) 
to appoint one, and to give a public invita- 
tion to it by advertisements in the newspapers. 
At the appointed hour the meeting-house was 
well filled, and a number went away for 
want of room. The Lord condescended to 
own and bless the meeting with His presence 
and favor, and we were enabled to proclaim 
“Jesus Christ and Him crucified” as the 
great object and theme of the Church’s testi- 
mony, and the Holy Spirit as the divine agent 
for making Him known to the saving of the 
soul. 


The subject of the right place for holding 
another meeting on the evening of the suc- 
ceeding First-day (11th Month 29th) occu- 
pied our serious and prayerful consideration, 
and we felt it our duty to engage for the pur- 
pose the large hall of the Melbourne Athe- 
neum, and to give a general public invitation 


by advertisement. At the hour of meeting 
the room was nearly filled by a congregation 
of about 700 persons, and our gracious Lord 
again enabled us to de:lare His “ unsearcha- 
bie riches,” and to press upon our hearers the 
practical power of Christianity to change the 
heart, and to produce in the life and conduct 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness. 

To-morrow (12th Month 1st, 1874) we go 
on board the steamer “ Aldinga” for Ade- 
laide, South Australia, where we hope to 
urrive in time for the Two-months Meeting to 
be held on the 6th of 12th Month. After 
completing the visit to Friends in that colony, 
we expect to return to Melbourne about the 
end of 12th Month. 

In another letter our friend William Beck 
writes as follows :— 

“Our hearts have been koi! together, 
especially in seasons of approaches to the 
Divine footstool; never have we missed our 
morning retirement, when our cabin has 
many a time been asa ‘Bethel’ tous. * * 
There has been a work for good among the 
rither large numbcrs on board, of secund and | 
third-class passengers, in which a lady of} 
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Christian a spirit, has taken an active part, 
both in prayer and exhortation. Herself a 
member of the ‘ Established Church,’ and 
attached to its communion, she has found a 
place in the liberty that there is in Christ for 
bearing witness to the peace and joy of be- 
lieving, and has gained a place in the estcem 
of the motley group, as also among the sail 
ors, and especially the firemen, who have 
sent her a letter expressing their sense of her 
attentions to them. 

“ Decided effects followed these meetings, 
which at first were purposely disturbed by 
mockers, who would rattle dishes or tal 
loudly, and one man used to stir up the pigs, 
near whose pens we had to stand when at the 
forecastle ; but the men themselves put these 
down. A second-class passenger, who had 
become conspicuous by assisting at these 
meetings, found himself subjected to a sys- 
tematic persecution, hard to bear, of which 
he complained to the captain and to us, in 
tones anything but expressive of resignation. 
His case was made a subject of special prayer 
at our evening gatherings in the ladies’ 
saloon ; and some time after he broke forth 
at a meeting of third-class passengers in a 
strain of thankfulness in being able to take 
all in love; and the next day, to his glad 
surprise, those berthed with him awoke him 
from his sleep to formally acknowledge their 
wrong doing, and begged his pardon, asking 
him to partake with them of some cake they 
had brought, as a sign of forgiveness and 
reconciliation. 

“ Thus there bas been, we may hope, some 
service for the Master, even while on board 
the ship.” 

From the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin 


INDIAN IMPROVEMENT. 


The startling accounts frequently publishe«! 
of depredations and outrages committed by 
the wild Indians who have not yet submitted 
to the restraints of civilization, naturally give 
the impression to those who are not familiar 
with the good work that is really progressing 
on our reservations, that the peace policy is a 
failure, and that very little bas yet been ac- 
complished. On the contrary, tue influence 
exercised by our excellent agents over those 
who were savages a few years ago, is very 
encouraging. A recent let'er from Agent 
Jonathan Kichards, of Wichita Agency, I. T., 
says : 

“ A number of our Indians are starting on 
a buffalo hunt. I have encouraged them to 
go, believing it was necessary for them to pro- 
cure meat and robes, as we are short of pro- 
visions, and the Government appropriation, | 
understand from the Commissioner of Indian 


good position and attainments, and of a true| | Affairs, is insufficient to give them more than 
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half the usual Indian ration, and the whole! answers. “They have washed their robes and 
ration is not half enough to sustain them) made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
without some provision being made by them- | —Selected. 

selves,” - 

First Month, 3d.— Our Indians, who had 
made preparations for a good hunt, and started | 
with their pack animals and all necessary; The mysteries of China are slowly revealed 
things they could command for the transpor-| to the Christian world. Yet progress is made, 
tation of meat for feed ng their families, and | enterprise pries into her secrets, and step b 
robes to trade for other articles of necessity,| step draws her into the tide of progress. Q 
had to be recalled. In the evening of the day | H. Colton Salter, for some years a consul in 
they started, I received a letter from another | China, reports vast undeveloped wealth in the 
agent, stating that it was necessary for him to) interior, and proposes an expedition for more 
keep his Indians at home, and if the Indians | extended and thorough research. In the 
of my agency were allowed to go on the hunt,) New York Times he says: 
it would be impossible for him to hold his| “The development of the coal-fields of 
Indians. He also stated that the command-| China would alone warrant an expedition. 
ing General at that place thought it would be This coal area is upwards of 400,000 square 
unsafe for the-friendly Indians to go on to the! miles. In one of the provinces there are beds 
plains at present. Upon receiving this infor- | of 30,000 square miles, twelve to thirty feet 
mation, I sent our interpreter that night to| thick; every kind of coal is found, hard and 
the camp, about six or seven miles from the soft, bituminous and anthracite. Millions of 
agency, to let them know what I had heard, tons are gathered by surface mining, but 
and to tell them that I desired them to return. | scientific mining is, I believe, entirely un- 
I feared there would be difficulty about get-| known. 
ting them back, as I could not tell what effect) “Ships are dispatched every week from 
such a course would have upon hungry people; Cardiffand Liverpool with coal for California, 
but when the interpreter returned next m>rn- a long and dangerous journey of 20,000 miles, 
ing, he told me that at first they thought he and here are these vast coal-fields of China, 
was not telling them the truth, but when con-| virgin fields, only 6,000 miles across the 
vinced of his sincerity, they gave it up cheer | Pacific Ocean. 
fully, and said they were willing to wait till I “On the great river, the ‘Child of the 
gave them liberty to go. It really made us| Ocean,’ as the Chinese poetically term it, 
sad to see them returning so willingly, when’ there are perhaps a hundred cities with dense 
they would have such short allowances of food populations, all eager for trade. In one place 
in their camps.’ on the river the pisciculturai nurseries line the 

This is certainly a wonderful instance of| banks for nearly fifty miles. Many drugs of 
submission on the part of hungry men who} great value are found. The so-called Turkey 
were anticipating a rich feast, as well as great| rhubarb; the Spanish fly, indigenous to the 
enjoyment in the hunt, but who returned| Western Provinces of China, sent across the 
cheerfully in obedience to the simple request | plains of Asia centuries ago and planted in 
of their agent, without command or threat,| Europe; the castor-oil, so repulsive to the 
reposing implicit and well-merited confidence | taste here, is as delicate there as the finest 
in his kindness and judgment. olive-oil, and is used for cooking fish. It isa 

i wonderful land, and full of mysteries. If 

ee bas Prof. Baird will accompany me, I will show 

THE SNOW PRAYER. , him, in Southern China, a cotton-gin precisely 

A little girl went out to play one day in the similar to the one said to have been invented 
fresh new snow, and when she came in she by the American Whitney! He will find all 
said: “ Mamma, I couldn’t help praying when | sorts of inventions and discoveries made forty 
I was out at play.” ‘“ What did you pray for, | centuries ago in Cathay, yet claimed to-day as 
my dear?’ ‘I prayed the snow-prayer, | the inventions of our race in Europe and this 
mamma, that I learned once in Sabbath-jcountry. Even the familiar tobacco and 
school.” “The snow-prayer! what do you| potato, which Sir Walter Raleigh supposed 
mean, little one?” “ Why,’ was the reply, | were the sole productions of America, may be 
“T mean that beautiful snow-prayer in the} found growing wild in China, along with cot- 
Bible, mamma; you know it: ‘ Wash me, and | ton, (short staple,) the sweet potato, the maize, 
I shall be whiter than snow.’ ”’ white and yellow corn, and the familiar buck- 

What a beautiful prayer! and here isa very | wheat, so dear to the average American 
sweet promise to go with it: “ Though your| (soaked in batter, fat, and syrup,) in winter 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as| time, and so bad for his poor stomach. All 
snow.” And what can wash them, white—| these grains and cereals were doubtless carried 
clean from every stain of sin? The Bible| over Behring’s Strait by the nomad tribes of 
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the great Mongolian plains in some far for- 
gotten period of the world’s strange history, 
and the Chinaman of those ages became the 
ancestor of the American Indian of to-day.” 
From the Sunday-Schoo! Times 
SUFFICIENT UNTO THE DAY 


BY JOSEPH ALDEN, LL. D 


“ Be careful where you go,” said a father to 
his son, who started out one very dark night 
on an errand of mere y- He held in his heed 
a lantern which threw a circle of light around 
him. “I shall be safe enough,” replied the 
son, “so long as I can see clearly where to 
step. I can tell when I am in the road.’ 

The Jantern did not enable him two see dis- 
tant objects. There was a small circle of 
light. and on every side was darkness. Yet 
the light was sufficient to guide the young 
man on his way. He could not see far atees 
him, but he could see far enough to place at 
each step his foot in safety. He accomplished 
the work he set out ‘to do. Suppose he had 
said, “I cannot see what is before me. I 
will not move till the road is plain before me 
for the whole distance I have to travel.” He 
would have done nothing. The benevolent 


act would not have been performed. 


There are those who refuse to walk by the 
light they have, because it is not greater. | 
Present duty is plain, but the duties of a 
future hour are not seen. Present duty is 
neglected because future duty is unknown. 

Some de:line to enter upon the performance 
f present duty because they do not see how 
they can perform some future. For the duty 
of to-day they have adequate strength ; but 
the duty of to-morrow is plainly be yond their 
present strensth. Forgetting the divine dec- 
laration, “‘ As thy day so shall thy strength 
be,” they neglect the possible duty of to-day 
in consequence of the imp ssible work of to- 
morrow. 

Some will not regard any truths as certain, 
because they cannot know with certainty all 
truth. They act as absurdly as one who 
should refuse a gift of a thousand dollars, be- 
cause he could not have all the money there 
is in the world. There are those who deny 
that we can know anything of God, because 
we cannot by searching find out God to per- 
fection. There are those who deny that God 
governs the world, because they cannot under- 
stand how He can, without infringing on 
man’s free agency, work all things according 
to the counsel of His own will. They are 
hot willing to know some things, because they | 
are not able to know all things. 

Men want to walk by eight when they are | 
required to walk by faith. They want the | 
evidence of the senses, when they are required | 
to rest on the testimony of God. We were| 
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made to trust, to exercise faith. The child 
sees some truths, but receives more on the tes- 
timony of its parents. It sees the fair fruit, 
and believes the father’s testimony that it is 
poison us. It does not set its limited observa- 
tions against the wide experience of its pa- 
rents, If children were not made to exercise 
faith in their parents and guardians, they 
could not continue in life. Faith in others is 
well nigh as necessary as the care of others is 
necessary in infancy. The child takes his 
father’s hand feeling sure that he will be 
guided in safety. 

We were made to have faith in God, to have 
perfect confidence in His character, in His 
word, and in His government. He gives us 
all the light and strength that the present re- 
quires. He does not show us the end at the 
beginning ; he does not tell us what shall be- 
fall us; but he tells us that all things shall 
work together for good to those who love God. 


> 


THE AUTUMN OF LIFE 


The summer warmth has left the sky, 
The summer songs have died away ; 
And, withered, in the footpaths lie 

The fallen leaves—but yesterday 

With ruby and with topaz gay. 

The grass is browning on the hills; 

No pale, belated flowers recall 

The astral fringes of the rills, 

And drearily the dead vines fall, 
Frost-blackened, from the roadside wall. 
Yet, through the gray and sombre wood, 
Against the dusk of fir and pine, 

Last of their floral sisterhood, 

The hazel’s yellow blossoms shine— 
The tawny gold of Afric’s mine. 

Small beauty hath my unsung flower,— 
For Spring to own or Summer hail ; 

But in the season’s saddest hour, 

To skies that weep and winds that wail, 
Its glad surprisals never fail. 

O, days grown cold! 0, life grown old! 
No summer rose may bloom again ; 

But, like the hazel’s twisted gold, 
Through early frosts and latter rain, 
Shall hints of summer time remain 

And as within the hazel’s bough 

A gift of mystic virtue dwells, 

That points to golden ores below, 

And in dry, desert places tells 

Where flow unseen the cool, sweet wells ; 
So, in the wise diviner’s hand, 

Be mine the hazel’s grateful part 

To feel, beneath a thirsty land, 

The living waters thrill and start, 

The beating of the rivulet’s heart ! 
Sufficeth me the gift to light 

With latest bloom the dark, cold days: 
To call some hidden spring to sight, 
That in these dry and dusty ways 

Shall sing its pleasant song of praise. 

O love! the hazel wand may fail; 

But thou canst lend a surer spell, 

That, passing over Baca’s vale, 

Repeats the old-time miracle, 

And makes the desert land a well.— Wasttier. 
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QUARTERLY MEETINGS IN THIRD 
MONTH, 1875. 


From New York Pocket Almanac. 


6th, Whitewater, Indiana Y. M. 

‘* Hesper, Kansas Y. M. 

7 1ith, Haddonfield, Philadelphia Y. M. 

_ 13th, Spiceland, Indiana Y. M. 

~ “ “Mississineway, Indiana Y. M. 

Cottonwood, Kansas Y M 

15th, Baltimore, Baltimore Y. M. 

20th, Westfield, Indiana Y. M 
Northern, Indiana Y. M. 
Ackworth, Iowa Y. M. 

“ Spring River, Kansas Y. M. 

27th, Wabash, Indiana Y. M. 


Third mo. 


“ “ 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—European advices are to 
the 23d inst. 

GREAT BRITAIN.—An election having been recently 
held in County Tipperary, Ireland, for a member of 
Parliament to fill a vacancy, John Mitchell, who in 
1848 was convicted of felony, for participation in the 
attempted Irish rebellion, was transported to Australia, 
whence he subsequently escaped, and had resided for 
some years in the United States, was elected without 
opposition. On the 16th inst. a motion was made in 
Parliament for copies of the papers relating to the trial 
and the escape of Mitchell, and was adopted by yeas 
174, nays 13. On the 18th Disraeli moved a resolution 
declaring Mitchell incapable of election, because he 
was a convicted felon, and had neither endured the 
penalty nor received pardon ; which after some debate, 
was adopted without a division, a proposition to refer 
the subject to a commitice having been previously neg- 
atived. A motion fora new writ of election in County 
Tipperary was then adoj ted, also without a division. 
Mitchell has again presented himself as a candidate, 
and at a large meeting held at Tipperary on the 21st, it 
was moved to support him. It is believed there will 
be no opposition. 


GERMANY.—An encyclical letter from the Pope to 
the Prussian bishops has been published, denouncing 
‘ertain of the ecclesiastical laws of that country, and 
excommunicating such of the clergy as accept benefi- 
ces from the State. The Germania newspaper having 
published this letter, the paper has been confiscated, 
and its proprietors are to be prosecuted. 

The governments of the various States of the Empire 
are investigating the causes of emigration from Ger- 
many. They will endeavor, i: is said, to remove them 
by facilitating the acquirement of small estates, and by 
opposing the action of emigration agents paid by the 
trans-Atlantic governments. 

SPAIN.—It is reported that instructions have been 
sent to the United States Minister at Madrid, to recog- 
nize Alfonso as King of Spain, and that credentiais ac- 
crediting him to the new government have been for- 
warded. 


FRANCE.—The Rightand Left Centres (moderate Re- 
publicans and Conservatives), have agreed on a new bill 
for the organization of the Senate. It provides that the 
Assembly shall appoint 75 Senators, who shall be irre- 
movable. The remaining 225 are to be elected by the 
Councils-General of Departments, Municipal Councils, 
and the Councils of Arondissements, and one-third of 
that number is to be renewed by election every three 
years. President Mac Mahon has agreed to renounce 
for the Executive the prerogative of appointing a por- 
ton of the Senate. The “ extreme Left,” at a meeting 
on the 20th, agreed, only ten members dissenting, to 
support this bill, to oppose amendments, to endeavor to 
have it added to the bill for the organization of the 
public powers; and then to vote for the entire project. 
On the 22d, the report of the Committee of Thirty on 
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the organization of the Senate, was read in the Assem 
bly. It rejected the plan for electing Senators by a 
method similar to the election of President of the Uni. 
| ted States ; and approved with some modifications, that 
| which had been offered on the same day, proposing an 
election by the Assembly, the Councils General, the Col. 
onies, and the Institute. Motions declaring “ urgency,” 
and for the immediate consideration of this bill, were 
passed, receiving the support of the Left and of both 
| Centres. The members of the Right thereupon left 
|the Chamber. The sitting was suspended for a fiw 
| minutes, when proceedings were resumed. A Monarch. 
| ist member threatened that if measures were voted impos. 
ing on President Mac Mahon the necessity of organizing 
the Republic, the deputies of the Right would resign in 
|a body. The Senate bill was then tuken up. An 
| amendment proposing an election by universal suffrage 
was negatived. An amendment providing that the Sen 
ate be composed of 300 members, of whom the Depart 
ments and Colonies shall elect 225, and the Assembly 
75, was adopted by a vote of 422 to 261. The bill for 
the organization of the public powers was made the 
order of the day for the 23d. 

Japan.—Recent accounts state that the 15th inst. had 
been fixed for the departure of the English troops from 
Yokohama, and the French troops were to follow the next 
day. The p:evalence of small-pcx i: the British 
camp might cause detention. 

A semi-otficial announcement has been made that ir 
the Fifth month next, the government will call in 
all the old-style paper money, and replace it with new 
treasury notes. It has been determined that in the ap. 
proaching treaty revision, the Japanese government 
will waive for the present the question of territorial 
jurisdiction by foreign consuls, but will strenuously 
insist upon assuming entire control of the tariff, the 
right to which is now denied by British representatives. 
Two officials have been sent to Siam to investigate the 
expediency of establishing diplomatic and commercial 
relations with that country. 


CuINA.—The court of inquiry held at Hong Kong 
on the burning of the Pacitic mail steamship Japan, 
have found that the fire was caused by spontaneous com 
bustion of coal. 

The Chinese otficials at Foo Choo still assume author- 
ity over Loo Choo (which belongs to Japan), notwith 
standing the renunciation by the central government at 
Peking ; and it is thought that this may cause renewed 
difficulties between the two governments, if persisted in 

Domestic.—The President issued a proclamation on 
the 18th inst. calling an extra session of the Senate 
for the transaction of Executive business, to convene on 
the 5th of next month. 


CoNGRESS.—The Senate has passed the Indian, Pen 
sion, and West Point Appropriation bills; and on the 
22d, added to the Post Office Appropriation bill a pro- 
vision allowing 7he Congressional Record, or an) 
speeches or reports contained therein, to pass free 
through the mails on the frank of any member of Cun- 
gress. The resolution for the admission of Pinchback 
as Senator fron Louisiana, after being debated through 
a continuous sitting of more than twenty-four hours, be 
ginning on the 17th, was then laid on the table, by 4 
vote of 39 to 22. Though not decisive, this action 
considered a virtual rejection of the claim. The House 

| passed bills for reorganizing the Treasury Departmen! 
under the Civil Service rules ; authorizing the improve 
ment of the mouth of the Mississippi river by the con 
struction of jetties to create and maintain a wide chat- 
nel; tocheck the importation of Asiatic women ; the 
Post Route bill; the River and Harbor, and the Army 
| Appropriation bills, and several others. The new (as 
| and tariff bill was discussed on different days, but a vole 
was not reached, until the 23d, when a substitute was 
passed. 





